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WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINES MASONIC TEMPLE2208 S. 223rd St. (Take Midway exit #149 west off
I-5...go to first stop light west of Pacific Hwy. South...Tum right.)

Thursday, January 17th 7:CI0 p.rn. till 10:00 p.m. (doors open abort 6:00 p.m.)

A strcrt business meting.,Auction (one item lot per member please)..Door Prize."$how &
Tell..Members'trade and selltables (free to members, please ignore during business meeting.)
Frogram: Pleese bring, to show off, all the dnotographrc "treasures" that $anta and his Elves
brougtrt you this Christmas Season..or fun items you found without any heip from old St Nick.

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO US ALL

As we begin tr08 or 8th Great Year is dready four morfrhs old..(due to three teachers who
first headed up P.S.P.C.S. back in 1979 and canted each new year as beginning in
$eptember with the start of the new schod year.) We have had an interestirq fall, elected a
rpw secretiary, begun pnannrng for our 28th Great $tpw and had a very enloyabb Christmas
meetirq with a fun grft excfarge presided over by a very well portrayed $anta.(Thanks, JId;
ard adelicio.rs spread set fwrttr by al new secretiary, Don Friend. ably assissted by his
lovely wife Cherie and Son Don."(known to some of us as ille Flead Goff.)" Thank you all!

Now, ifs time to enpy 2008 as we begin to sign up sellers, and dert hryers, for your 28th
Show Exoerience Weekerd coming up faster then yor think on Saturday, April sth. Also, dles
are do right ney for those of you who hnve not already paid Treasurer thjtlgt But most of all it
is time to continue searching for those prized dctograBhic "treasures" and tren sharing thern
with your fellow members as we continue in 2008..at our monthly meetings..to explore the
fascinating world of Cdlecting vint4e photographica.

IT'SHOW BROCHURE TIME:

You frcundyour ffi P.S:P:C,S..Show Brochqg wten you ofternd your News Letter. Your
Show Committe ard registrar Egqelurge you to NOT put it aside..(Oh, I will order a couple of
taUes later)..D0 lT NOWI! Please, take the time to order your taHe(s) while tle brochure is in
your hot little hands, You know yorr will want taHe(s) as the Show date of Apnl Sth approaches;
and by ordering now you will be a big fEIp to your Show Committee as they plan for the Show.
Darrelis already for yororder so take a moment and reserve yo.rr taHes(s) for our 28th Great
Show. We have the biggest, and many feel the best, ore &y SFnw in at least the \Afestern
United $tates. With taHes sdy M0.00 each it is a real bargrn for anyone with photographica to
sell or trade..and who also want first crak at what tl"e oilher &ahrs have to offer on friday
evening and early sdurday mornirrg. Dm't mi*t flrt on the thrill of hunting ard selling in real
time. The loy of being aHe to "wheel & Deal' with people in the flesh at or.rr urce a year $how
shotJd notbe missed" We look forward to this beingour best Show ever. Don't miss the
fun..order ycur hlbe(s) rpw!

t***f t{r**t4ffi *t***t'ffftt**f f*ff **f +fi e**t*tt*f, t+f*f lr{#f #}***

Wth thanks to tle phstographic Hlstodcal Socity here is:

This Month's Mystery $uestion(s) Anewe* et cnd of Ncrrlettcr.

IWfat '1939-1ffi bakelitre box cameras had a h;lt ln llash with reflector?



* * * BACKSIDE INFORMATION *. * *

Tho special Christmas meeting of the Pr$eJ Sound Pftqographic Coilectors Socielv was call$
6;rd6iatl.soB.m. imJ*as-ahera rsetoutbv
secrgtary Dsn Friend..ably assisted by tris vivacious srife Chteq trd tf-,ej, helpful son,
Oon..frad Ueen enloyeO bi the 35 members ard ftierds in attendance. Many thanks to Don
ard his family (Burp!!)

The minutes of the November 15th meeting r/vsre approved as read. Treasurer, $hirfey,
reported Srat even after trer Christmas stropping te 9u!.".as still in tl'e Hack hX htth€ 2008
dies rnw due from msmbers urere nee&d to keep fie Club ahead of tte "curve".

@-EUS|NESS, NEll/ EUSINS, SHOW & IELL AtrcTON AND EoOR PRIZE:

l,lonp of the above were held because this was our special Chtisilnas meetirg"

9HOW REPORT:

Clairmryt, Bill Kimber. reponed that, The Vl|estem Washington Fair Pavilion" is to now be
refened to as tte '

The mcfiel meeting rooms we have been using br our friday evenirg Fbstitali$ room are no
longrer availaHe; and no ofter suitaHe off site venL€ cutld be located. Thu€, this year, cnrr
hosted Hospitralfu room will be on the fuirgrourds in a locati€Hl yet to be &termined.

tsill remirdd Strow Committee members thd the rext (Zrd) rneetirg of crur 20ffi April sft
Stpw committee will be lreld at 6 p"m. on January 17h at our regular CltS rneting locdion.
Updates by members will be given to felbwcommittee members and on going proHems will
be discussed ard workd on.

PRQGRAM:

ard in carne Santa rca$ to help in our yearly
;rience of sittirE on $antaslap asttny
e gifts seemed pite nice this yearand only a
ngB their gift witrr one already operpd. Santa
The only regret is that more Clutb mernbers did
)ub holidaze rneetirg.

Sgn1la left to tend to his many other Chrfstmas duties arourd nine p.m. ard he meeting
Affirned for a bit of generai clean up, nummie munchirg and sparkling cider sipptng. HO, HO,
HO!!!

TIIL BELtOIryS Newsletter is published 10 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc"

Information for The Bellows should be send to Bill Kimber, 1413 Weathervane Drive, Tacoma, WA 98466-5712,

(253) 564-4046, billkimber @ webtv. ne t
The P.S.P.C.S. internet address is www.pspcs.org

Dues are $20.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Treasurer Shirley Sparrow, 300 Pease Road, Cle Elum, WA

gBgZ2, (50g) 6'14-lgl6" sesparrowg@msn.com P.S.P.C.S. members receive first notification of our yearly April show
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And thd gpcs for the rest you ycru too. lf ycnr kaw r*t' already paid Strirlev ( l-ler dress is at
he bonorn of the second page.) the time is norv. As you krnw, dues are ONLY $ffi.00 per
year. For your msley yru receive: ten copies of lbe-k[gss rnwsktter, first rptice of'qrr
y€rly $ale, swap and show , orr hapy Ghristmas feed ard oft exchange, aFREE show
disflay table (a $40.00 vdue) q,rr ten mor#rly mmtirgs com$ete witr nummies and sdes
tabies and a mostenfiryaHe group of fellow cdlectors from which to glean inhrmation and
swap tales of the htnt. All this for on$ $eO.m! Don't let yurr membership lapse after February.
Join us for a amtl'er most enioyaHe year.

Tne CollecroR
Mamiya -6 versus Ensign Commando
The category of 6x6 folding cameras is very crowded and
includes lots of Zeiss lkons, Voigtlanders,etc and practically
every pre 1940's camera manufacfurer there ever was.
Most of them are scale focussing guestimators using front
cell movement, but the better ones have rangefinders and
their problem is how to couple the lens movement to the
rangefinder. The Super $ontas use 4 beautifulgrra_ngement
of little optical wedges rotating via thumb drive and gears
that tum the front element of the Tessar lens. Their range-
finder is in two parts, one on the front lens mount and the
other is in the camera body, very elegant, expensive and
delicate. Others like the Franka Solida uses a rack and pin-
ion to move the whole lens standard in the front and the
rangefinder prism in the camera. On a folding camera such
a linkage is prone to wear and variability.

That was the state of the 6x6 folder art in the late 1930's
just prior to WWII. In 1940 the Mamiya Camera factory in
Japan produced a 6x6 rangefinder folder that focused in a
very different way. A knurled wheel was used to move the
entire focal plane and to deflect the rangefurder prism at the
same time. The linkage was all in one place, not subject to
the folding mechanism, and the whole lens assembly re-
mained unmoved and optically stable. This camera was the

Mamiya Six
and it had a
waist level
finderbuilt in
next to the
eyelev-el
rangefiilder as
was cofllmon
at the time of
changeover
from the little
'Kodak'style
brilliant find-
ers and the
more moderr

eye level optical finders. The overall construction was not
up to Zeiss standards but the simple and rugged coupled
rangefinder system made the Mamiya cheaper, and com-
petitive in the 6x6 folder category.

At about the same time on the other side of the world in
Britain the Ensign division of Houghton-Butcher was tack-
ling the same problem in a very similar lnanner. The camera
was the Commando and it also moved the film plane back
and forth relative to a fixed lens panel. Ensign did not use a
knurled thumbwheel but instead alarge knob on the top of
the camera operated by the left hand" There was no waist
level finder because by that time the eye level was accepted

as the way to go. There is some evidence that the Ensign
camera was designed to meet a War Office specification for
a camera to replace the Zeiss Super Ikonta no longer avail-
able due to hostilities, and in fact the first production mod-
els were all destined for military use. It is most probable
however that the camera was in prototype form at the start
of WWII and like everything else it was conscripted to the

war effort.
The name
Commando
was peculiar
to the period.
The obvi-

ous question
asked about
these two
similar cam-
eras ls,
'which one
came first?'
and then
'who copied
who?'The

Japanese supporters of Mamiya point to the 1940 date of the
Mamiya Six and compare it to the 1945 date of the Com-
mando. The Ensign supporters claim that their camera was
actually designed in 1938 and after service with the military
was available for civilian use at the end of the war. And
each side is accused of copying the other. My own theory is
that each company arrived at a similar solution independ-
ently.
Linguistically, cultwally, and geographically these two

companies were very far apartbefore the war that started
for Japarin 1941 and tbr Britain in 1939. Theoretically
Ensign could have 'liberated' the idea in 1945 but the time
to market was just too short. And in those days the Brits did
not look to Japan for new ideas.
Another factor is that these tlvo cameras differ in one very

essential feature" The Commando moves the film gate back
and forth but requires the sprung pressure plate to keep the
film in contact with the gate at all times. In the Mamiya Six
the f,rlm is clamped under a heavy gauge frame that moves
with the film gate so that the film and the focal plane are
always together independent of springs.
The closest focus on the Commando is 6 feet whereas the

nearest focus on the Mamiya is 1 metre. This difference is
probably because the extra focus distance required unwieldy
pressure plate springs to maintain film flatness in the Com-
mando. At that lime almost all rangefinder cameras focused
to 3 feet for porhait and candid photographs. Marketing a
camera limited to a close focus of 6 feet may have been the
cause of the poor public reception for the Commando which
was discontinued in 1950. The Mamiya however could eas-
ily move the film in the desired.*g" to 3 feet without hrn-
drance and it lasted inproductionuntil 1958. J.



The fdlowing is from tfe May ?007 Westem Photosraphic Historical$ocigU ?hotographica
Digest" and is used with Thanks, Ed.

For What lt's Worth
by B-rqk_Solowal

Collectors, Acquirers, Flippers, Hoarders,

Dabblers, Completists and Shooters"
Consider for a noment which category or

categories best describe your particular approach to

photographica collecting, and decide if one or a few

of these descriptions might apply to you.

Collector: the dictionary defines a collector

as "A person or thing that collects." But a true

collector usually methodically labels and catalogs

their collection, and goes to the trouble of keeping
an inventory list. Collections can be very specific,
or very comprehensive, and collectors can be quite
knor.vledgeable irbout their specialty. Many collectors
rarely think about selling, and alrvays think about
collecting more .

Acquirer or Accumulator: is defined as
someone rvho gains something as a result of their
actions or efforts, ancl rvho pile up or gather their
items over a period of time. Similar to "collectors"

in scope, "accumulators'" operate lvithout the
benefit of methodically cataloging and labeling their
accumr"rlation, and they frecluently skip doing some
of the "hornework."

Flippers: Are acquirers rvho buy low and sell
high. Usually dealers, eBay sellers, flea rnarket and
antique vendors fall into this category. Nonetheless,
"flippers" can be very knorvledgeable and rnay in
fact "collect" certain prized items until someone
comes along ivith the right offer:. There's a little
"Flipper" in all of us.

Hoarder: Is detined as one r,vho "gets goods
or items and stores theni ai,vay, [o accuntrulate and
hold in reserve more than is necessary." These are

collectors or accumulators rvho acquire multiple

exarnples of items and stash them ar,vay. Beyond

collecting just variants, these folks believe that it

one is good, ten is better.
Dabblers: Approach collecting super:ficially,

and not seriously. They like what they like, but

they usually don't do their homework and generally

lack rhe knowledge, cotntnitment, and savvy to be

considered a "seliotts collector."

Shooter: Is a collector or accumulatclr rvho
uses' or "shoots" the cameras that they accluire.
Always reluctant to be thought of as ,,colleotors,',

these people need to rationalize their un-collectecl
coilection as "shooters" to set themselves outside
of collectors who (they consider crazy to) even
consider buying a non-rvorking example. ,,Who

would want to collect broken cameras?,, a ,,shooter"

rvould ask.
Completist: Implies a col lector whose

collection includes 'all that is neeclecl, or all that can
be held, irnplying everything without exception,.
A "completist" collects the camera, the case, the
lenses, the fllm. the manuals, the advertising, the
pa.tents, the accessorie_ _ ' I :,ll the variants associatccl
rvith their special interest. Everythinq. And I mean
everything.
Rick
Visit my'website at:
<http ://lvww. ricksolor,vay.com/>
Telephone 520-40 I -85-50
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Answer:The Spartus
Press Flash camera
and was released under
other names such as
Falcon Press Flash,
Galter Press Flash and
Regal Flash Master"
This box like camera
has the flash holder and
reflector on top with a
vielver on one side and
a battery compartment on the other side. Prices range
from $8 to $15.

4.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++.
What 1939-1950 bakelite box cameras had
a built in flash with reflector?
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